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The vote is the most 
powerful instrument ever 
devised by man for 
breaking down injustice 
and destroying the terrible 
walls which imprison men 
because they are different 
from other men. 
-- Lyndon B. Johnson



If there is one thing we know, right now, in 2019, it’s that voting matters. Vot-
ing for every office, in every town, in every state is crucial. Whether you’re 
voting for city council or Governor, the people who hold those offices deeply 
affect your life. They decide what kind of health care you’ll have, what your 
job opportunities are, the quality of your children’s schools. If you take pub-
lic transportation, care about the environment, or just want to live your daily 
life in peace - the people who run your town, your state, and your country 
are important.

So, on election day, you get to make a choice. And your choice matters. It 
is your constitutional right as an American to go to the polls and decide who 
you want to run your country. Your candidate may win or may lose. But by 
making your voice heard every year, the whole country wins.

As important as it is to go to the polls, it’s just as crucial to know what and 
who you’re voting for, and how it will impact your life. Our country’s system 
of government can be complicated, and sometimes finding the information 
you need to make your choice isn’t always easy. That’s why we’ve put it 
all in one place for you in this guide. Educating yourself as a voter doesn’t 
have to be intimidating - we’re here to help with whatever you need and 
whatever questions you may have. 

We hope this guide will help you feel empowered to exercise your right as 
a citizen and vote. In it, we have tried to include information on how to vote, 
what you’re voting for, and who you are voting for. Please write in this book, 
fold the corners, and take it to the polls with you. And if you need help, get 
in touch with Spread The Vote.

Thank you, and good luck,

To All Our Voters...

Kat Calvin
Founder, Spread The Vote

takeaction@spreadthevote.org :: spreadthevote.org :: 713 496-0570
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Hi! My 
name is Ed.
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About Spread The Vote / Project ID
Spread The Vote is a nonprofit organization that aims to close the gap be-
tween registered voters and voter turnout by educating and empowering 
voters. Through Project ID, Spread The Vote helps members of our com-
munities obtain the IDs they need for jobs, housing, health care, and, most 
importantly, identity.

About Voter Ed
Voter Ed is Spread The Vote’s civic and voter education program, designed 
to address the lack of resources for adults who want to be civically engaged 
but need to learn the fundamentals of voting and the democratic process. 
Ed, short for Edwina, is the Voter Ed mascot. Ed is 25 years old and works 
in IT. Like many people in the U.S., she voted in presidential elections, but 
wasn’t really involved beyond that until 2017. As people around the coun-
try began to pay more attention to what was happening in government, Ed 
wanted to get more involved as well. The more she learned about voting 
and the political process, the more she realized the influence it has on peo-
ple’s day to day lives. She became frustrated with the lack of resources 
available to help her understand and navigate the system in which she lives. 
Now she works to pass along the knowledge she’s gained, in hopes that she 
can help every American who wants to be more civically engaged.

Need an ID?
If you live in Virginia and don’t have an ID, Spread The Vote can help you 
get one. Go to www.spreadthevote.org/voters/ or call/email the Virginia 
State Director, Cristelle Brown, at (804) 368-3799 / cristelle@spreadthevote.
org.

Want to Volunteer?
Please visit spreadthevote.org/volunteer or projectid.org/volunteer to sign 
up. 
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Three Ways To Vote
In order to vote in the Tuesday, May 7,  2019, Elections for local offices in Vienna, you 
must be registered to vote, or update your voter information if you’ve moved, by Thurs-
day, April 15th. 

VOTE BY MAIL

If you want to vote-by-mail, your registrar (the voter registration office) must receive 
a request to a vote-by-mail ballot by 5:00 PM on Tuesday, April 30. Your vote-by-
mail ballot must be received by 7:00 PM on Election Day, Tuesday, May 7th.

For more details, see page 9.

VOTING AHEAD OF ELECTION DAY IN PERSON

In person absentee voting starts Friday, March 22, and ends Saturday, May 4 at 
5:00 PM. 
The Fairfax County Office of Elections will have voting available on Mondays, Tues-
days, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. On Thursdays from 8:00 
AM to 7:00 PM and on Saturday, May 4th, from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM.

For more details, see page 12. 

VOTE ON ELECTION DAY 

Election Day is Tuesday, May 7,  2019! You will be voting for local offices in your 
area. Polls are open from 6:00 AM to 7:00 PM. 
 
Find your polling place: enter your voter information on the Virginia Department of 
Elections website https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInformation. If you don’t have 
access to the internet, you can call Fairfax County and ask them to look it up for you.

For more details, see page 13.



How to Vote By Mail
Can I vote by mail?

In order to vote by mail in Virginia, you must have one of the qualifying reasons listed 
below. In state elections only, some first-time voters - ones under age 65 caring for a 
family member confined by illness - cannot vote absentee by mail. First-time voters 
who registered by mail may vote absentee by mail only if the reason falls under code 
1A, 2A, 2C, 3A, 3B, 6A, 6B, 6C, 6D, or 7A, or if the voter is 65 or older and qualifies 
under another reason (reason codes listed below). Check with your registrar to confirm 
absentee by mail eligibility. 

Code Reason Supporting Information Required
1A Student attending college or uni-

versity outside of locality of resi-
dence in Virginia

Name of college or university

1B Spouse of student attending col-
lege or university outside locality 
of residence in Virginia

Name of college or university

1C Business outside County/City of 
residence on Election Day

Name of employer or business

1D Personal business or vacation 
outside County/City of residence 
on Election Day

Place of travel (VA county/city or state 
or country)

1E I am working and commuting to/
from home for 11 or more hours 
between 6:00 AM and 7:00 PM on 
Election Day

Name of  employer or business and 
Election Day hours of working and 
commuting (AM to PM)

1F I am a first responder (member of 
law enforcement, fire fighter, emer-
gency technician, search and res-
cue)

Not required

2A My disability or illness Not required
2B I am primarily and personally re-

sponsible for the care of a dis-
abled/ill family member confined 
at home

Family Relationship

2C My pregnancy Not required
3A Confined, awaiting trial Name of institution
3B Confined, convicted of a misde-

meanor
Name of institution
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Code Reason Supporting Information Required
4A An electoral board member, reg-

istrar, officer of election, or cus-
todian of voting equipment

Not required

5A I have a religious obligation Not required
6A Active Duty Merchant Marine or 

Armed Forces
Branch of service

6B Spouse or dependent living with a 
member of 6A

Branch of service

6C Temporarily residing outside of 
U.S.

Enter your last date of residency at 
your Virginia voting residence only if 
you have given up that address perma-
nently or have no intent to return

6D Temporarily residing outside of 
U.S. for employment or spouse or 
dependent residing with employee

Name of business or employer

7A Requesting a ballot for presiden-
tial and vice-presidential electors 
only 
(Ballots for other offices/issues will 
not be sent)

New state of residence and date 
moved from Virginia. Only eligible if 
you moved less than 30 days before 
the presidential election.

8A Authorized representative of can-
didate or party serving inside the 
polling place

Not required

9A Granted a protective order issued 
by or under the authority of a court 
of competent jurisdiction.

Name of the County or City in Virginia 
or the state of the issuing court.
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How do I get a vote by mail ballot?

You can request an absentee ballot online, or mail an Absentee Application to your 
local registrar. Both the online and paper forms are available at elections.virginia.gov. 
In the mail, you will receive the exact same paper ballot that will be issued in person on 
election day. Take your time filling it out, but make sure you put it in the mail early so it 
can be received by the deadline.

Through Virginia’s online Citizen Portal (https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInfor-
mation) you can check to see if your absentee application was received, if your ballot 
sent, and if your ballot received. If you need help with any of the online forms, contact 
your local Spread The Vote chapter.

How do I return a vote by mail ballot and when does it need to 
be back by?

Carefully review the instructions to complete and return your ballot to your local regis-
trar by 7:00 PM on Election Day. If your absentee ballot never arrives or there is not 
enough time to make another request, you can vote curbside on or before Election Day 
if you have a physical disability or over age 65.
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HOW TO VOTE IN PERSON AHEAD OF 
ELECTION DAY

Within 45 days prior to the election, visit your local registrar’s office anytime during 
their open hours. You will need to fill out an Absentee Application and show your ID. 
Afterwards, you will be able to vote using a voting machine in the registrar’s office. Ac-
cessible equipment and curbside voting is available if you need it, and you can bring a 
helper if needed. All the same rights, regulations, and procedures apply to voting early 
that apply to voting on Election Day.

Where can I vote ahead of Election Day?

Fairfax County Government Center
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 323
Fairfax, VA 22035

The Fairfax County Office of Elections will have voting available on Mondays, Tues-
days, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. On Thursdays from 8:00 
AM to 7:00 PM, and on Saturday, May 4th, from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM.

What should I take to vote ahead of Election Day?

The most important thing is your ID! You’ll want to double-check to make sure that you 
have one of these forms of ID with you:

• Valid Virginia driver’s license or ID card
• Valid Virginia DMV-issued Veterans’ ID card
• Valid U.S. passport
• Other government-issued photo ID cards - must be issued by the U.S. government, 

the Commonwealth of Virginia, or a political subdivision of the Commonwealth
• Tribal enrollment or other tribal ID, issued by one of the 11 tribes recognized by the 

Commonwealth of Virginia
• Valid college or university student photo ID card - must be from an institution of 

higher education located in Virginia
• Valid student ID issued by a public school or private school in Virginia displaying a 

photo
• Employee ID card containing a photograph of the voter and issued by an employer 

of the voter in the ordinary course of the employer’s business

Note: Consider bringing along this guide and your voter registration card if you have it - 
see below.
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HOW TO VOTE ON ELECTION DAY
How long are the polls open in my area? How long will it take 
to vote?

Polling places are open from 6:00 AM to 7:00 PM on Election Day. Typically, voting 
goes pretty quickly and you can be in and out in 10 minutes. Occasionally, you’ll find a 
line but as long as you are in line before the polls close and you stay in line, you can 
cast your vote. 

How do I find my polling place? What are my options for get-
ting there?

You can find where your polling place is by:
• Checking your voter registration card

• After you register, you should soon receive a voter registration card in the mail! 
This card has helpful information, including your polling place. But if you lose it, 
check out the sites below to learn more about where and how to vote.

• Entering relevant information at the following websites:
• Vote.elections.virginia.gov - you can also check your registration status here!
• https://rockthevote.org/voting-information/find-your-polling-place 

• Call the Board of Elections for your county

Ride to the polls: If you need a ride to a polling place in your area, call Spread The 
Vote: (804) 368-3799.

Public Transit: If you want to take public transit to the polls, you can find that informa-
tion for your area by calling DRPT (804) 786-4440 or visit drpt.virginia.gov. 

Driving to the polls: Parking is usually not an issue at polling locations, as most loca-
tions are either schools, public parks, or other public buildings with large parking lots.

Once you get to the polling place, you’ll usually see signs that say “Vote Here” or “Elec-
tion Day.” You might also see local folks carrying signs for candidates, usually at a 
designated distance from your polling location.
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What should I take to vote on Election Day?

The most important thing is your ID! You’ll want to double-check to make sure that you 
have one of these forms of ID with you:

• Valid Virginia driver’s license or ID card
• Valid Virginia DMV-issued Veterans’ ID card
• Valid U.S. passport
• Other government-issued photo ID cards - must be issued by the U.S. government, 

the Commonwealth of Virginia, or a political subdivision of the Commonwealth
• Tribal enrollment or other tribal ID, issued by one of the 11 tribes recognized by the 

Commonwealth of Virginia
• Valid college or university student photo ID card - must be from an institution of 

higher education located in Virginia
• Valid student ID issued by a public school or private school in Virginia displaying a 

photo
• Employee ID card containing a photograph of the voter and issued by an employer 

of the voter in the ordinary course of the employer’s business

Note:  If you need assistance getting an ID, get in touch with Project ID. Also, consider 
bringing along this guide, and your voter registration card if you have it.

How do I check in? How do I fill out my ballot?

Once you get to the front of the line, you check in with a polling place worker. This is 
the part where you show your ID.

How check-in works varies from precinct to precinct.
• Normally, you will tell the poll worker your name and registered voter address. You’ll 

also provide them with your ID. 
• You’ll then be provided with a paper ballot to fill out at a table with a privacy screen. 

The person who checks you in can explain the process to you. Please don’t hesitate to 
ask poll workers for help if you have trouble voting by paper or electronically. In addi-
tion, each polling place in Virginia must offer at least one accessible voting system for 
voters with disabilities, with the limited exception of sparsely populated areas conduct-
ing non-federal elections.

Do I have to do anything after I fill out my ballot?

Once you’ve filled out your ballot, ask a poll worker where and how to deposit your bal-
lot to ensure that it is counted. Get your “I VOTED” sticker when you walk out and wear 
it proudly! You’ve just done one of the best things you can do to have your voice heard!
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What about provisional ballots?

Provisional ballots are normally used when election officials are not sure if a voter is el-
igible to vote. A provisional ballot can be given to an eligible voter for several reasons:
1. If a voter does not present an acceptable photo ID at the polls, they may be asked 

to vote with a provisional ballot rather than a standard ballot.
2. If your name is not on the pollbook.
3. If you show up to vote in person after requesting an absentee ballot but                

haven’t received or lost the ballot. 

An officer of election will assist the voter in completing the information on both sides 
of the envelope. The voter must provide the information requested and sign the State-
ment of Voter.

Provisional ballots are not counted on Election Day. Your local Electoral Board will 
meet the day after the election to begin its determination of provisional votes. Voters 
who did not present photo ID have until Noon on the Friday after the election to 
present photo ID. The votes of qualified voters will then be counted and included in 
the results for your locality.

Provisional voters are allowed to be present when the Electoral Board meets to deter-
mine if their vote was valid or their ID was submitted, and can ask for a one day exten-
sion to gather evidence. The election officials will tell each provisional voter when and 
where the Electoral Board will meet, and provide a phone number to call to find out if 
their provisional ballot was counted. Voters casting a provisional ballot due to lack of 
photo ID will also be provided with information necessary to submit a copy of the re-
quired documents or to request a Virginia Voter Photo ID from the general registrar’s 
office in which their provisional ballot was cast. If you need assistance obtaining an ID, 
contact Project ID.

Note: If you vote by provisional ballot on election day, contact Election Protection at 
1-866-OUR-VOTE (866-687-8683), a national organization that will help walk you 
through your rights and your options. 

What kind of help/accommodations are available to me when I 
vote?

Voters may receive help at the polls if they:
• Cannot read or write well, 
• Have a physical disability that renders them unable to see or mark the ballot, oper-

ate the voting equipment, or enter the voting booth, or
• Cannot speak English, or communicate only with sign language, and want assis-

tance in communicating with election officials.
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The voter can select anyone they want to assist them in voting, except for their em-
ployer, an agent of their employer, or an officer or agent of the voter’s union. When 
there is no federal candidate on the ballot, the voter can select anyone to assist them 
inside the voting booth. No one person may assist more than ten voters in a primary, 
election, or runoff. 

The person helping the voter must:
• Read the voter the entire ballot or only the parts of the ballots.
• Take an oath that they will not try to influence the voter’s vote and will                 

mark the ballot as the voter directs.

Interpreters at the Polls

Voters who cannot speak English, or who communicate only with sign language, may 
use an interpreter to help them communicate with election officials. If the voter cannot 
read the languages on the ballot, the interpreter may help by translating the language 
on the ballot for the voter in the voting booth. If the voter is deaf and does not have a 
sign language interpreter who can accompany them to help communicate with the poll 
worker or read the ballot, the voter should contact their local election officials before 
the election and request assistance. The voter can select anyone they want to assist 
them in voting, except for the voter’s employer, an agent of that employer, or an officer 
or agent of the voter’s union. When there is no federal candidate on the ballot, the vot-
er can select anyone to assist them inside the voting booth.

Curbside Voting

If you are 65 or older, or have a physical disability, you may vote on Election Day with-
out leaving your vehicle. This is called curbside voting. If you would like to use curbside 
voting, remember to bring a helper with you who can enter the polling place to ask an 
election officer for curbside assistance.
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VOTING AND DISABILITIES
Federal laws like the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) protect the rights of dis-
abled Americans including access to the ballot box.

• The ADA ensures access to polling places for American voters who use a wheel-
chair, walker, or otherwise have limited mobility.

• The ballot must be accessible to blind Americans and those with low vision as well 
as voters who are deaf or who have hearing impairments.

• Election officials cannot ask a Deaf or Disabled voter for proof of their disability or 
for documentation tied to their need for reasonable accommodation to be able to 
vote.

• The Help Americans Vote Act (HAVA) requires that jurisdictions responsible for fed-
eral elections have at least one accessible voting machines available per location.

• Polling places that offer public parking must also offer spaces that are accessible to 
those with disabilities.

• Voters with limited mobility or other impairments are not permitted to move to the 
front of the line, but poll officials must accommodate their needs. A voter using a 
walker or crutches, for example, may have difficulty standing for a long period. A 
voter can request a chair to remedy this issue.

• If you require assistance in reading or completing forms, please ask an election 
official to provide help. You may also bring your own helper. If you have a physical 
disability, help is available. Please ask an election officer for assistance you may 
need at any stage of the voting process.

• If you are 65 or older, or have a physical disability, you may vote on election day 
without leaving your vehicle. This is called curbside voting. If you would like to use 
curbside voting, remember to bring a helper with you who can enter the polling 
place to ask an election officer for curbside assistance.

• Federal law requires that all polling places permit service animals in any area open 
to the public.
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VOTER BILL OF RIGHTS

1. Check your voter registration and find your polling place
Make sure your voter registration reflects your correct name, address, and contact informa-
tion. Also, make sure you know your polling place. You can usually check it on your state’s 
election department website. 

2. Know your state’s identification requirements 
Determine whether you live in a voter ID state. If so, educate yourself and community on what 
type of ID you will need in order to cast a ballot. 

3. Get assistance while voting
Under Section 208 of the Voting Rights Act, if you have difficulty reading or marking the ballot, 
you have the right to ask for assistance from a friend, family member, or poll worker. 

4. Vote in an accessible polling place 
All polling locations must be physically accessible and meet the standards as defined in the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). If a public polling place is unable to provide accessibility 
for voters with disabilities, it must use an alternative method to provide accessible voting, such 
as curbside voting with appropriate assistance and guidance for voters.

5. Vote ahead of Election Day
For greater convenience, most states allow voting before Election Day in person and/
or by mail. Find out whether you can vote early on your state elections website.

6. Vote if you’re in line when polls close
If you are in line to vote before the poll closes you have the right to vote. Stay in line. Do not 
leave. 

7. Bring your children with you to vote
You have the right to bring your child with you into the polling place while you cast your ballot. 

8. Vote a provisional ballot if you can’t vote a regular one
Under federal law a registered voter has the right to cast a ballot. If you are registered to vote 
but unable to cast a regular ballot due to a voter registration, voter identification, or other is-
sue, ask to vote using a provisional ballot. Do not leave the polling place without at least cast-
ing a provisional ballot. Contact your election administrator the next day to correct the issue 
stated so your vote can be counted. 

9. Have access to a translator or materials in your first language  
Materials in your first language may be available in your area - call your County Clerk to in-
quire. You can also bring an interpreter with you to the polls.

10. Ask questions to elections officials about election procedures
If you have any problems voting, please call call Election Protection at 1-866-Our-Vote (866-
687-8683), a national organization that will help walk you through your rights and your options.
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Make a Plan

If you make a plan, you’re more likely to vote, so we encourage you to fill this out! You can 
tear this plan out of the guide and post it somewhere you can see as a reminder of your plan. 

How are you voting?
• By mail
• In person ahead of Election Day
• In person on Election Day

What day will you vote on?
• Election Day
• Other _____________

What time of day will you vote?
• In the morning _________ am
• In the afternoon _________ pm
• In the evening around _________ pm

Do you know where you vote?
• Yes, I’m voting at __________________________________
• No. (You can go to Vote.elections.virginia.gov to check)
• My mailbox

If voting in person, do you have the right ID ready to go?
• Yes, I’m bringing my __________________________________
• No (You can a call Spread The Vote at (804) 368-3799 for help)

How will you get to your polling place?
• Driving
• Walking or biking
• Public transport
• Calling _____ for a ride
• Other ________________________

Who is going to vote with you?
• Just me
• My significant other
• Friends and family
• My neighbor
• Everyone I can find!




