
What’s on the Ballot?
Vienna, Virginia

This election: Town Council

Hi, Ed here!
This guide contains a list of all candidates who filed their nominating petitions by the 
deadline and have not withdrawn from the race as of March 5th, and any links to their 
online presence that are available at the time of printing, so you 
can find out more information if you like. Additional information 
may become available as the campaigns progress - if you have 
any questions or concerns about a candidate’s position on an 
issue you care about, you can always do additional research (a 
few resources are provided in this guide) or contact a campaign 
directly! Candidates welcome dialogue with voters and are gen-
erally happy to answer your questions.

Ways to research candidates:
• Keep an eye on your local news - you may find interviews with candidates, informa-

tion about issues being debated in the campaign, and advance notice of events like 
town halls.

• Use the candidate’s online presence - we’ve provided these links whenever they’re 
available. Browse through their website to see what issues they care about, check 
out their social media profiles, and if they’ve run for office before, search their name 
on Ballotpedia.org, a huge database of election information. The city government 
website, school board website, and/or Board of Elections website for your area 
should also have some information about candidates and incumbents. If you don’t 
have access to the internet where you reside, your local library or community center 
can help you out.

• If a candidate has ever served (or is currently serving) in state or federal office, you 
can access their voting record by searching their name on VoteSmart.org.

• Contact the campaign directly - if a candidate has a website, they will usually have a 
campaign email address (and sometimes a campaign office phone number) as well. 
You can ask questions that way, send a message on social media, or attend a cam-
paign event.



Vienna Town Council
Council members are your voice in local government, and their decisions influence 
almost every aspect of your public life, such as public transit, infrastructure, local tax-
es, social services, public schools, and local law enforcement. Town council elections 
are non-partisan, and all members are elected at-large, meaning each represents the 
entire town, rather than a specific district. Some of their responsibilities include: 

1. Determine policy in the fields of planning, traffic, public works, finance, social ser-
vices, and recreation

2. Adopt the budget, set tax rates, collect revenues, and make appropriations;
3. Appoint and remove the leaders and officials of many departments, agencies and 

boards in city/town government
4. Passing legislation, or adopting ordinances/resolutions
5. Making land use and zoning decisions

You can vote for up to three (3) of the candidates below. All candidates are listed in 
order of filing.

Tara L Bloch (incumbent)

Tara L. Bloch has been a resident of the Town of Vienna since 2000. She was initially 
elected to Town Council in May 2015. Bloch previously served on the Town of Vienna 
Planning Commission and as chair of the Transportation Safety Commission. She is a 
teacher and assistant director at FB Meekins Preschool in Vienna. She has served in 
leadership roles as PTA President at Marshall Road Elementary School, James Mad-
ison Crew Parents, James Madison Band, Vienna Aquatic Club, Girl Scouts, and La 
Leche League.

Councilmember Bloch received a bachelor of arts degree in early childhood education 
from Ashford University. She lives in southwest Vienna with her two greyhounds. She 
has three adult children.

*source: Vienna town government website

Howard J Springsteen (incumbent)

Howard J. Springsteen, a resident of Vienna since 1997, was first elected to Council in 
2009. He previously served on the Transportation Safety Commission for eight years. 
He currently works for Fairfax County Department of Vehicle Services as logistics 
manager. He has been a member for more than 26 years of the Vienna Volunteer Fire 
Department and has served as president, deputy chief, EMS captain, and board mem-
ber. He was assistant Boy Scout leader for Vienna Troop 152 from 



2007-13. He has been active with Louise Archer Elementary School, Thoreau Middle 
School, and Madison High School organizations. He served as a Peace Corps volun-
teer in Liberia, West Africa.

Councilmember Springsteen received a bachelor’s degree in American history from 
Fairleigh Dickinson University and a master’s in public administration from New York 
University. He and his wife, Anne, live in northwest Vienna with their two children and 
are members of Vienna Presbyterian Church.

*source: Vienna town government website

Dr. Nisha Patel

Nisha has lived in Vienna since 2007.  She is a member of the Vienna Business As-
sociation (VBA) and the Northeast Vienna Citizens Association (NEVCA).  Nisha is an 
ophthalmologist with an office on Church Street.  As a resident and local business own-
er, she has voiced her concerns about keeping Vienna’s small town character through 
responsible development limits.  Nisha and her husband have three children, aged 
5, 8, and 11.  Reflecting on the opportunity to serve Vienna’ citizens, Nisha states: “I 
would be humbled and honored to represent the people of this community.” 

Dr. Patel has been endorsed by the community group Vienna Citizens for Responsible 
Development, which is dedicated to a “smart growth” platform for the town’s govern-
ment, and raising awareness of the negative effects of over-development. VCRD also 
supports open government, including full financial disclosure of election contributions, 
and reasonable opportunities for citizen participation.

*source: VCRD press release

Steve Potter

Steve, a resident of Vienna since 2004, is a founding member of VCRD. He has been 
on the forefront of the fight for smart development that is consistent with Vienna’s small 
town character and compliant with the Statement of the Maple Avenue Corridor (MAC) 
Purpose and Intent.  He was instrumental in organizing citizen opposition that led to 
the current moratorium of the MAC.  Steve has an outstanding business background, 
having worked at the senior executive level with multi-billion dollar national corpora-
tions. He and his wife, Toni, have four children and four grandchildren.  Steve looks 
forward to running a vigorous campaign, and raising awareness of the need for “com-
mon sense, transparency, citizen collaboration in town governance, and smart, proper-
ly scaled development for the Town of Vienna.” 

Mr. Potter has been endorsed by the community group Vienna Citizens for responsible 
development, which is dedicated to a “smart growth” platform for the 



town’s government, and raising awareness of the negative effects of over-develop-
ment. VCRD also supports open government, including full financial disclosure of elec-
tion contributions, and reasonable opportunities for citizen participation.

*source: VCRD press release

Tim Strike

Tim Strike is critical of the recent high-density developments along Maple Avenue. 
When asked about last year’s controversial proposal on Maple Avenue W, he said the 
Council, in approving it, “had missed an opportunity...to preserve Vienna’s small-town 
character and protect it from unnecessary development.”

Source: “Challengers hop into Vienna Town Council race,” by Brian Trompeter, Sun 
Gazette Newspapers. Via insidenova.com. Published Feb. 12th 2019.

Julie Hays

Julie Hays currently serves on Vienna’s Transportation Safety Commission, a position 
she has held for four years. She also chairs the Commission’s Pedestrian Advisory 
Committee. She is running to provide fresh ideas to the Council. She says, “I feel like 
we can maintain a small-town community, yet think strategically and develop the town 
thoughtfully.”

Source: “Challengers hop into Vienna Town Council race,” by Brian Trompeter, Sun 
Gazette Newspapers. Via insidenova.com. Published Feb. 12th 2019.

Sandra Allen

No information is available about this candidate at the time this guide was printed. 
Check your local news sources for more information as the campaign progresses.


